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Field education is where those learning knowledge of the church’s teachings 
reencounter the love of the church’s people that first sent them to seminary.  
The result, we hope, is divine wisdom. This guide to field education makes  

that result much more likely. I rejoice for it.
—Jason Byassee, contributing editor to The Christian Century and author of The Gifts of the Small Church

Ministry in today’s world is no longer business as usual. This book, written by 
seasoned leaders in theological field education, brings new perspective to the 
formation of students for ministry and offers fresh ideas that will challenge and 

renew the thinking of students, mentors, and field educators alike.
—Gwen A. Ingram, Director of Field Education and Ministry Formation, Fuller Theological Seminary

This book will transform your ministerial practice whether you are a student, novice, 
or seasoned veteran. The strength of this book is the diversity of viewpoints woven 
together by a common commitment to reflecting on how God calls forth creativity 
and excellence in ministry through collaborative intentionality. The authors speak 

from lived experience, dishing up practical case studies and personal examples that 
make their insights and tools for understanding ministry leap off the pages.

—The Rev. Dr. William M. Kondrath, William Lawrence Professor of Pastoral Theology and Director 
of Theological Field Education, Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge, and author  

of God’s Tapestry: Understanding and Celebrating Diversity
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MATTHEW FLODING is Director of Formation for Ministry and 
Associate Professor of Christian Ministry at Western Theological 
Seminary in Holland, Michigan.  He has previously served 
as pastor and college chaplain and is a minister of Word and 
sacrament in the Reformed Church in America. He has also 
worked with congregations and theological schools in the U.S. 
and Canada to enhance field education experiences. He currently 
serves as chair of the Association for Theological Field Education.
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